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The HCMH Mental Health & Wellness Center is proud to offer
SPRAVATO® (esketamine) as a new service for treatment-
resistant depression. SPRAVATO® is the first FDA-approved
nasal spray medication specifically for adults with
treatment-resistant depression. If you’ve tried two or more
antidepressants* and are still struggling with depressive
symptoms, SPRAVATO® may offer relief.

Unlike traditional antidepressants, SPRAVATO targets the
brain’s glutamate system - offering rapid relief when you
need it most.
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Time to Plant
By JULIE LARSEN, Humboldt Public Library Director

 Spring is in the air! Step outside and you can feel it and 
-

can be a guide and an inspiration.  Our library’s gardening 

beginner to the experienced gardener.

-

-
-

dried herbs.  
-

start of the season to the end.
-

-

-



APRIL 2026 HUMBOLDT NOW!   5

 26 27 28 29 26 27 28 29 30

 19 20 21 22 23 24 2519 20 21 22 23 24 25

 Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  SaturdaySunday
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Saturday

To submit items for the Community Calendar please email faith@humboldtnews.com or call 515.332.2514
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Conservation 

Board · 5:00PM

Wildcat PTO 

Mease Library · 5:30PM

Crafts & Crafts

Free event by HAAC

Bring your own 

craft! At Night Owl 

5-8PM

Dakota City

City Council 7PM

Humboldt Pride Pump!

Over $15,000 
raised!
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Early Out

Early Out
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No School

See all Humboldt 
Comm. School 

District’s events for 
April., scan this 

QR code!
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Book Sale
 24th • 3-6PM
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Humboldt City 
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Humboldt School 

Board Meeting  

5:30PM 
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Sip, Sparkle, Stem 
and Shop

FORT DODGE
ALL DAY

Choir: 1st Grade Music Choir: 1st Grade Music 
Program (Elementary Program (Elementary 

Concerts) 6:30 pm - Concerts) 6:30 pm - 
7:30 pm HHS7:30 pm HHS
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By Tom SwearingenBy Tom Swearingen

Humboldt Humboldt 

in the '50s in the '50s 

and '60sand '60s

THE DRIVE

The Kelle-Sande Addition was built around 1949 and 
included 46 homes, today known as Rainbow Drive 
in Humboldt. Many families called the subdivision 

their dwelling place over the years. I knew everyone who lived 
there in the 50s and 60s, as I had the Des Moines Register 
paper route for about five years. The whole neighborhood was 
a congenial place of “Ozzie and Harriets” and “Leave It To 
Beavers” but the nine houses overlooking the Tear Drop were 
especially close over those years - We were more like family 
than anything else.

#35. The Hulls - Harry, Jean, Terry, and Chip - lived in 
the first house up the hill to the left. Harry’s parents owned 
the local department store, Hull’s, on Sumner Avenue in 
downtown Humboldt, and Jean worked for years at Stow-Skow 
Equipment Company. They always had a pet Beagle howling in 
the yard. I would often go over to their house to read the Fort 
Dodge Messenger, since we didn’t take it; it was an afternoon 
paper then. My mom and Jean were best friends, going back 
to their HHS days in the 30s. Terry was a year behind me in 
school and Chip was about four years younger.

#36. The Packers lived right across the street from us. Jim 
and Milly had six kids: Corky, Janine, Mary, Tom, Anne and Joe, 
all living in that small house. My sister and Mary were, and still 
are, good friends. Corky and I would often get up in the middle 
of the night and meet in the street to view the stars and planets 
through his telescope. I remember going over to their house 
one time to participate in the Rosary, something foreign to me 
as a Protestant. After the Packers moved away, Jack and Jody 
Bennett lived there with their two kids, Jeff and Jackie. Jody 
loved horses and still does.

#37. The Winds - Duane and Donnie, lived next door to the 
Packers with their five kids: LaVonne, Rick, Ken, Ron and Va 
Loyce. They owned the shoe store in downtown on the corner, 
Wind’s Bootery, and eventually built a house down by the river. 
Donnie was very active in the community and lived to well over 
100. The Albertson Family bought the house and Kelly and 
Mollie brought along their five boys: Jeff, Shane, Tom, Casey 

and Mike. Kelly was in sales and Mollie a nurse.

#38. The Larsons - Bud and Thelma, lived at #38 with their 
four children: Jeff, John, Doug and Diane. Bud worked for 
Corn Belt and Thelma stayed home, eventually working for the 
school system in the lunch program. She was a great cook who 
was a whiz at making Norwegian goodies, especially kringla. 
Most of Thelma’s family, the Fevolds, lived in Humboldt 
County.

#39. Bob and Sarah Bybee had three daughters: Patsy, Cheryl 
and Carolyn. Bob worked at Corn Belt and Sarah was a stay-at-
home mom. Their gentle black dog, Tippy, would often visit 
our surrounding area.

#40. The Nybys both grew up in Humboldt. My mother 
knew both Betty and Nyb in school. They were always 
camping and taking trips to Colorado where they eventually 
settled. Their three girls were Becky, Barb and Sue. Becky 
and I were a year apart and eventually met again when I was 
at the University of Wyoming, where I watched her play 
in a softball game while she was at Colorado State. Nyb 
worked for Dekalb Seed Company and Betty was a stay-at-
home mom. The Sheets moved in after the Nybys vacated. 
Maurie and Donna had two boys: Ronnie and Rick. They, 
too, eventually moved to Colorado. We visited them one 
summer, driving all the way up Mount Evans on a rainy, 
foggy day in July, never to see a view. Donna grew up in 
the same Iowa town where Johnny Carson lived and knew 
him. The Berkas followed the Sheets at #40. Marv was in 
sales and Donna eventually had a number of different jobs 
in the community. They had four children: Randy, Marci, 
Lori and Mary.

#41. The Worthingtons, both Humboldt natives, lived 
nearby. Bob worked for Sande’s and Betty was a stay-at-home 
mom. I was between Mike and Lisa in school. After they 
moved down closer to the old football field, the Baileys moved 
in. Mel had the State Farm Insurance Agency in town, and 
Audrey was a stay-at-home mom. Ronnie, Jerry and Dennis 

Editor’s Note: The Kelle-Sande Addition was platted with a tear-drop shaped median 
in the southwest corner. The houses the author talks about surround this median. 



APRIL 2026  HUMBOLDT NOW!     7 

were all older than I was, and Marlys was a year younger. I 
remember Jerry lifeguarding at the pool. He was a terrific diver 
and often showed off his ability during rest period for all to 
watch. Eventually, he was a landscape architect responsible for 
landscaping the “new” high school. I remember Dennis’s ’56 
Chevy always parked at the curb in front of their house. Marlys 
had a horse that she kept at my grandparents’ property, riding 
often with my sister, Carol.

#8 The Reasoners lived next door to us on the right. They 
were the grandparents of the neighborhood. Harold owned 
the casket company and had a green thumb, cultivating a 
beautiful yard and garden. He was the uncle of Harry Reasoner 
of television fame. After Mr. Reasoner passed away I shoveled 
and cut grass for Mrs. Reasoner. They went to our church.

#9. I lived at #9 Rainbow Drive with my family from 1953 
until I left for college. In 2022, the house was sold after 
my mother passed away. Our house was directly across 
the street from the Tear Drop, and I would frequently 
mow it when the grass got too long, as did others. Our 
home’s claim to fame was the large sycamore tree in the 
front yard, the only one in town at the time. My mother, 
Madalyn, a widow, stayed home until I was in the ninth 
grade, and then went back to teaching kindergarten in 
Livermore for 20 years. My sister, Carol, was three years 
younger than myself. All of my seven cousins, aunts 
and uncles and grandparents on my mother’s side lived 
in Humboldt County; my great-grandparents came to 
Humboldt County from Denmark and Norway in the 
1870s and 1880s.

 Our neighborhood never used door locks. When we visited 
each other, we just walked right in with a hearty, “Hello, 
anybody home?” Kids organized games, played together in the 
snow, celebrated Valentine’s Day, ran after each other on May 
Day, rode bikes together, had Fourth of July breakfast annually 
at Gotch Park, etc. Families had neighborhood picnics in each 
other’s yards and ate together informally, an extra plate added 
at the kitchen table. We suffered losses together (and still 
do) and celebrated joys. Some were Methodists, Catholics, 
Lutherans, Baptists and Congregationalists.

 Families’ dogs and cats roamed the area and were treated 
as everyone’s pets, often coming into the house for a visit. We 
kids were in the same schools, sometimes in the same classes, 
following the ups and downs of Humboldt High School wins 
and losses together.

 All of the families who once lived in these nine homes 
moved away from the area long ago. Today, all of the parents 
are deceased, except for Betty Nyby and the Bennetts. The kids 
who grew up there became businesspeople, teachers, doctors, 
pharmacists, landscapers, government workers and more. 
They live from Minnesota to California to Florida to Illinois, 
with Iowa still the favorite of many.

 The lower fourth of Rainbow Drive was a great place to 
grow up in the 50s and 60s. The memories linger. It was an 
idyllic place then, a real-life Bedford Falls!

CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Health care pros
  4. A person inhabiting Benin
  7. One thousand cubic feet  
 (abbr.)
 10. Split pulses
 11. Frozen water
 12. Small constellation
 13. Perennial mountain rice
 15. Pick up
 16. Japanese historical period
 19. Suggesting the horror of  
 death and decay
 21. Unattached
 23. Fishing port in SE France
 24. Products for dogs
 25. One point south of   
 southeast
 26. Having the skill or   
 resources to do something
 27. Involve oneself deeply
 30. Immobile
 34. __ pai dong: Hong Kong  
 food stall
 35. Move quickly on foot
 36. Gathered
 41. A way through
 45. Another name for Thor
 46. Sharp dueling sword
 47. The supreme commander  
 of a fleet
 50. Seasoned sausages
 54. Path
 55. Christian hermit
 56. Ancient region of Asia  
 Minor
 57. Where wrestlers go to  
 work
 59. Roman statesman
 60. Explosive
 61. Licensed for Wall Street
 62. Where golfers start

Crossword sponsored by:

Our families serving 
your family with 

compassion and care
Jayme Lentz · Jessica Ubben
Available 24 hours a day

(515) 332-4000  |  1210 3rd Ave. N.  |  Humboldt

M
AR

CH
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N
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 63. Grow old
 64. Autonomic nervous   
 system
 65. No seats available
CLUES DOWN
  1. A legally binding  
 command
  2. General feeling of   
 discomfort
  3. Dribble
  4. Soft touch
  5. South American plant
  6. Clouds of gas and dust  
 in space
  7. Warm-blooded verte  
 brates
  8. Lines created by folding
  9. Strong belief
 13. Senior officer
 14. Adult
 17. Joint entrance  
 examination in India
 18. Passports and drivers’  
 licenses are two
 20. Those who go against an  
 accepted authority
 22. One point east of   
 northeast

 27. Journalist Tarbell
 28. One’s mother (British)
 29. Nowhere to be found
 31. A way to save for old age
 32. Fall behind
 33. Midway between northeast  
 and east
 37. The work of a sailor
 38. Mark with striae
 39. Energy, style and  
 enthusiasm
 40. Sticky situation
 41. Monetary units of Spain
 42. Three-banded armadillo
 43. Chooses
 44. More disreputable
 47. Defensive nuclear weapon
 48. “The Partridge Family”  
 actress Susan
 49. Livestock owners assn. in  
 Spain
 51. Duplicating machine   
 (abbr.)
 52. OJ trial judge
 53. Politician
 58. Airborne (abbr.)



8    HUMBOLDT NOW! APRIL 2026

By APRIL KELLEY

Sheri Moritz didn’t grow up 
dreaming of working in a bank. 
She actually wanted to be a nu-

tritionist. Fate had other plans and now, 
more than 30 years later, Moritz is leav-
ing a career she had never planned for 
but has loved, nonetheless. 

After Moritz married her high school 
sweetheart, Gary, in 1982, they moved 
to Humboldt from Remsen.  Follow-
ing the move, she started her adult life 
working at various entry-level jobs like 
many others. She had an in-home day-
care, worked at the school in the lunch 

before receiving an offer she couldn’t 
refuse.

“Jerry Howard came into Smith In-
surance where I was working and talked 
to Bill Merris  and Eric Sime (previous 
owners of Smith Realty and Insurance) 
and told them he would like to inter-
view me for a bank job,” Moritz said. 

 Howard was the president of what 
was then Humboldt Trust and Savings 
which later became Bank Iowa. He 
knew the Moritzs well because of work-
ing with them through their business, 
Gary’s Menswear. 

“After the interview he said, ‘well I 
better go over and tell Bill and Eric that 

I’m going to hire you away from them,” 
Moritz said. 

Moritz accepted the position and 
started at the drive-up location on High-
way 169 as a teller in January of 1995 
and never looked back. 

“Jerry was a great boss. I keep saying 
that he took this shy little redhead and 

talk to people. He had that trust in me,” 
Moritz said. 

Moritz loved the job and the fact that 
the hours worked well with their family. 
Gary and Sheri have two children, Kari 
and Adam. 

Moritz worked full-time, but since 
she worked on Saturday, she had Thurs-
day off.

“With Gary having the clothing store, 
he was open on Saturday so it wasn’t 
a big deal and then I was able to have 
Thursday off to do housecleaning or er-
rands when things were open,” Moritz 
said. 

working at the drive-up window. 
“We didn’t have automatic teller ma-

chines and everything inside was done 
manually so we had to write the debit 
and credit slips. Counting cash was also 
done by hand. I remember a client once 
told me that I should take a job in Vegas 
because of how fast I could count cash,” 

Moritz said. 
She also remembers that many things 

had a delay to them. 
“Transactions were posted three 

times a day as opposed to real-time pro-
cessing as it is today,” Moritz said. 

Because everything was done man-
ually, payday for employees at certain 
businesses could get pretty busy. 

“I will never forget, I would be the 
one to open on Friday morning and one 
of the business’s night crew would come 
through (to cash their checks). We had 
two lanes and they would be backed up 
all the way to the street,” Moritz said. 

Rather than be frazzled, Moritz found 
it exhilarating. 

“I love that because it was busy work 
and it was an accomplishment. After 
you cash all those checks and you bal-
ance at the end of the day, it was just 
wonderful,” Moritz said.

Banking began to change a lot while 
Moritz was at the drive-through loca-
tion. 

“We didn’t have automatic teller ma-
chines (ATM) or debit cards, automatic 
cash counters, online banking, direct 
deposit or any of those things then,” 
Moritz said.

While she loved the drive-through 
location, her children were starting to 
grow up and began participating in ac-

Sheri Moritz – from teller to retirement 

From left, CEO of Bank Iowa, Jim Plagge and Humboldt employees Lynn Kellner, Emily Knight, From left, CEO of Bank Iowa, Jim Plagge and Humboldt employees Lynn Kellner, Emily Knight, 
Tara Cran, Sheri Moritz, Kari Evans, Cindy Diehl and Trisha Menke, Retail Banking Director/Bank Tara Cran, Sheri Moritz, Kari Evans, Cindy Diehl and Trisha Menke, Retail Banking Director/Bank 
Security Officer,  were on hand to help Moritz celebrate her 31 years with Bank Iowa. Moritz’s last Security Officer,  were on hand to help Moritz celebrate her 31 years with Bank Iowa. Moritz’s last 
day was Friday, March 13. day was Friday, March 13. 
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tivities that required Moritz to attend. 
When she was offered a position down-
town, where her hours were Monday 
through Friday, she decided it was time 
to make a change. 
 “I was able to make it to the softball 
tournaments and volleyball tourna-
ments and all the other activities.  We 
are huge Iowa State fans so we like to 
go to games. It was nice to be able to 
take off on weekends,” Moritz said. 
 After moving to the downtown loca-
tion, Moritz was promoted to customer 
service, then to regional supervisor and 

manager. 
 As a Regional Retail Banking Man-
ager, Moritz is responsible for overall 
leadership and management of region-
al retail operations, client experience, 
business development, community 
leadership and teller functions. She im-
plements, trains and monitors policies, 
processes and procedures for all retail 
deposit products and services includ-
ing but not limited to loan and deposit 
development activities and strategies to 
promote growth. She also provides on-
boarding and training for new employ-
ees.  Retail banking is the frontline 
people who take care of the customers. 
They deal with cash transactions, online 
banking questions, debit card issues, 
deposits and withdrawals. That kind of 
thing.  
 While many of the things happening 
in this new age of banking have made 
life easier for both employees and the 
public, it has also led to some serious 
issues.
 Because of the ease of moving money 
around, frauds and scams have become 
a much larger issue than they have been 
in the past. 
 “Scams are the most challenging. 
Having a conversation with a customer 
who has been a customer for a long time 
who might be dealing with a scammer or 
who may have already been scammed is 

 Now with the advent of AI, it has 
made it much easier for scammers to 
take advantage of people, especially the 
elderly. 
 “With the debit card fraud, the per-
son gets a text message impersonating 
the bank saying did you do this on your 
debit card? And they say in the message 
it’s the fraud team and the person says 

they have given them all the informa-
tion needed to use the card and the per-
son being scammed did it innocently,” 

Moritz said. 
 She agrees that while the elderly are 
targeted the most, anyone can be a vic-
tim of fraud.
 While those moments when things go 
wrong are heartbreaking, luckily, they 
are not the norm and Moritz has had 
several wonderful things happen while 
working at the bank. 
 In 2019, Moritz was awarded the “Be 

 “I was nominated by my peers and I 
didn’t know I was getting it. It was an 
awesome experience, very heartwarm-
ing. When something like this comes 
from your peers, it means so much,” 
Moritz said. 
 Moritz admits that those same co-
workers are what made the decision to 

 “I will really miss my co-workers and 
-

tact with for over 30 years. I have de-
veloped a lot of good relationships with 
people through work who have become 
good friends,” Moritz said. 
 While she knows the friendships will 
remain, there is a difference when you 
are not in constant contact. 
 “They become like family and it’s a 
little like moving away from home,” 
Moritz said. 
 Moritz has also enjoyed working with 
the children to help them see money and 
banking as a positive thing. 
 “One little girl came through the 
drive when I was working there and she 
said ‘I really like your house’,” Moritz 
remembers. 
 She has also volunteered at many 
functions that center around children 
such as the Humboldt Area Arts Fest, 
the Humboldt County Fair,  the Cy-
Hawk Rivalry showdown and parades. 
 “I like to get the kids involved with 
banking and thinking about saving 
money. With everything online, it’s dif-
ferent now for kids,” Moritz said. 
 While she will miss working with 
those kids and being with her work fam-

being able to be with her own children 
and family.
 Moritz’s father lives in Remsen and 
she is the oldest of four siblings, three 
of which live in Iowa and one in Kansas 
City.
 Her daughter Kari and husband 
Chuck Radack live in Baltic, SD and 

and his wife Stephanie live in Gretna, 
NE and have one child with another due 
in May. 

 “I want to stay active. My friend said 
‘Oh please tell me you aren’t going to 
just stay home and clean out closets’ 

-
ple of weeks,” Moritz joked. 
 After that however, she has a long list 
of things she would like to do.
 “I love to read and I don’t do that 
much anymore so I want to do that. I 
used to cross stitch and I would love to 
again. I want to make a quilt for each of 
my grandchildren,” Moritz said. 
 She also enjoys golf, biking, walk-
ing and attending her grandchildren’s 
events when possible. 
 “It will be nice to be able to go to the 
things I have had to say no to in the past 
because of work,” Moritz said. 
 “I’ve really enjoyed working at Bank 
Iowa, and I have learned so much and 
made great connections but it’s time. I 
feel ready for this next part of my life,” 
Moritz said. 

The Be People-Centered award 

went to Sheri Moritz from Bank 

Iowa’s Humboldt office. Moritz was 

recognized for her ability to lead 

with compassion while celebrating 

effort as often as outcomes. Moritz 

has a true open-door policy and 

sets ambitious, yet attainable 

goals that empower her team. Her 

commitment to prioritizing the 

needs of others sends an important 

message to the community Bank 

Iowa serves. 
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COME IN and see us for all of
your KITCHEN and BATH CABINET

needs, custom fi t to your
lifestyle and budget.

Custom 
Showers
You design it, 
we will build it.

COME IN and see us for all of
your KITCHEN and BATH CABINET

needs, custom fi t to your
lifestyle and budget.

Come check out the

Flooring Experts!LOCAL

Let your Hometown Experts at 
Carpet One help you choose the 

right fl oor for you.

THE FUTURE OF
FLOOR SHOPPING IS HERE

Custom
showers in

as little as

1 DAY.

Photos for illustrative purposes only. ©2017 Carpet One Floor & Home. All Rights Reserved

3557 5th Ave S. Fort Dodge
515-955-2207 • jimscarpetonefortdodge.com

JIM’SCOME IN and see us for all of
your KITCHEN and BATH CABINET

needs, custom fi t to your
lifestyle and budget.

Custom
showers in

as little as

1 DAY.

• FLOORING• FLOORING

• TILE• TILE

• CABINETS• CABINETS

• SHOWERS• SHOWERS

• COUNTERTOPS & MORE• COUNTERTOPS & MORE

COME IN and see us for all of
your KITCHEN and BATH CABINET

needs, custom fi t to your
lifestyle and budget.
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Downbeat Sponsored by:Downbeat Sponsored by:

HUMBOLDT MUSIC DEPARTMENTHUMBOLDT MUSIC DEPARTMENT

DOWNBEATDOWNBEAT

1112 20th Street North   |   P.O. Box 543   |   Humboldt, IA 50548

515-332-4014   |   www.hogslat.com

Middle School Middle School 
BandBand
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&  D A K O T A  C I T YNEWS FROM YOUR CITYSPRING CLEAN UP 

NO BAGS OR BOXES OF JUNK 
ALLOWED!

Small items that can be placed
in a garbage bag will not be 
accepted.

City of Humboldt residents
only. Have ID available. 

ALL appliances and electronics
must have an appliance 
sticker.

DROP SITE: 1310 TAFT ST SOUTH 
Sanitation/Recycling Shop 

Waste oil Wire

Tires Batteries

Items w/Freon Paint

Shingles Cement

Steel Chemicals

Construction/Demo Materials

SPRING CLEAN UP 
DROP SITE: 1310 TAFT ST SOUTH 

Sanitation/Recycling Shop NO CURBSIDE PICKUP

SPRING CLEANUP
DROP SITE: CITY’S STREET SHOP 

LOCATION 1000 LEWIS ST., HUMBOLDT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6TH • FROM 7:00AM TO 7:00PM
SATURDAY, MAY 9TH • FROM 8:00AM TO 3:00PM

Any items may be rejected at City’s discretion. 
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BRUSH ONLYBRUSH ONLY – (NO JUNK) · Week of Monday, April 27
Items should be placed at curbside by 6AM

COLLECTION SCHEDULE: Items to be collected should be placed by the curb no later than 6AM, Monday, April 27, 2026, 
even if your normal collection day is other than Monday.

PREPARATION OF ITEMS FOR COLLECTION: A one truckload limit per residence will be observed. All appropriate items 
will be collected by Friday, May 1, 2026.
Branches and other brush must be cut in lengths of 7 ft. or less, and placed parallel to the curb. The maximum diameter of 
branches to be collected is six inches. Grass and leaves will be collected as usual if contained in city yard waste bags on Fridays.

ITEMS NOT TO BE COLLECTED: No commercial collection is provided. This service is for City of Humboldt residents only. 
The City reserves the right to reject all items if the above guidelines are not followed. The City shall not be responsible for the 
collection of items left by the curb, which are not intended for collection. Your cooperation is necessary to ensure that this 
remains a cost effective and available service in the future.

BRUSH SITE OPEN 24 HOURS – Nothing over 6” in diameter. Compost site open daily 7AM-7PM

Items Accepted: Oil Based Paints, Household Cleaners, Yard & Bug Sprays, Pesticides/ Herbicides/Insecticides, Light Bulbs, 
Batteries, Stains and Paint Removers/Thinners, Aerosols, Poisons, Pool Chemicals, Windshield Fluid and other Car Cleaners, 
Floor Care Products, Glues & Adhesives, SHARPS ** Needles & Syringes** 
ITEMS NOT TO BE ACCEPTED: Latex Paint, ** Latex paint can be dried out and thrown away in regular trash.**, Used 
oil & Anti-Freeze, Medications, Joint Compound & Cement Mixes, Business or Farm Chemicals Asbestos, Trash, Radioactive 

SPRING CLEANUP SCHEDULE FOR CITY OF HUMBOLDT RESIDENTSSPRING CLEANUP SCHEDULE FO CITY OF HUMBOLDT RESIDENTSOR C

BURNING 
PROHIBITED

Open burning of yard waste and garbage is prohibited within the city 
limits of Humboldt. Violators may be fined up to $100. 

The City Code designates the following date between 
the hours of 8AM and 6PM as open burning 

to dispose of yard waste only. 

This date will be April 25, 2026
Recreational fires are permitted for cooking, heating, recreation & ceremonies. 

· Sat. May 9th

The CThe City of Humboldt Office will be closed ity of Humboldt Office will be closed 
Monday, May 25 in observance of Memorial DayMonday, May 25 in observance of Memorial Day

Garbage normally collected on Monday will be 
collected on Tuesday, along with Tuesday’s garbage. 

The rest of the week, garbage will remain on normal schedule.

Contact the 
Recreation Department

515-604-6494

Tee-Ball (3yo-4yo & 5yo-6yo), Coach Pitch (1st-2nd grade), 
3rd-6th North Central Iowa (Travel) Baseball & Softball, and 

3rd-6th grade Baseball/Softball Clinics (M-W-F mornings)

Registration 
Registration 

now open
now open 

for all Baseball/ 

for all Baseball/

softball programs

softball programs
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By KYLIE PORTZ

 W -
tha Wagner. 

after 

-
-

-

-

things.” 

a girlfriend. We did a lot of dancing and so pretty soon the other 

-
-

-

got their heads together and got the thing going and then all the 

104-year-old Bertha Wagner inspires 104-year-old Bertha Wagner inspires 
family donation to Humboldt libraryfamily donation to Humboldt library

Bertha Wagner poses with her plaque in front of the TV her 
family donated to the Humboldt Public Library in her honor. 
Submitted photo.
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-

-

patrons.”

-

-

-

-

for the library’.” 

Bertha Wagner with two of her grandkids and their families. (l-r) Kyle, Morgan and 
their kids, Leo and Lily Olson, Bertha Wagner, Cody, Marta and their children, Mar-
cas and Lucas. Submitted photo. 

 Bertha Wagner and her great-grandchildren (l-r) Lucas, 13, 
Lily, 8, Marcus, 11 and Leo, 10, Olson. Submitted photo.
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flowers & moreffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffllllllllllllllllllffffffffffffffffffllllllllllllllllll &&&&&&&&&&&&
FLORAL CREATIONSFLORAL CREATIONS

Fresh Flowers
for Every Occasion

arrangements, we bring beauty to your special 
moments. Fresh, fragrant and crafted with love.

Order today 

speak for 
you. 

515-332-4604

humboldt.com
fffffffffffffffffffflloofffffffffffffffffflloo ooorrreeeeeooorrreee

1204 5th Ave. N., Humboldt

-

-
cerned.”

year. 
-

-

-

-

in trouble.”  

-

it’s a good group.” 
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APPRAISALS   |   LAND SALES   |   FARM MANAGEMENT

Landowners who want  _______________  

trust Sunderman.

that.” 

they’re here.” 
-

Sundays. 

-

-

-

-
nity.”

-

-
-

-

-

-
unteer opportunities.”

-

Cody (left) and Kyle (right) pose with their grandma Bertha 
Wagner (center), whose family came together to donate a 
new TV to the local library to replace the broken Smart Board 
in the Children’s section. Independent photo by Kylie Portz.
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By PHIL MONSON

 
-

-
-

ness.

Grebner.

called a Stableizer

Udderly EZ

Ultimate 
EZ Bottle and Bucket Milker. The inno-

-

EZ Milker Cart

raised on Standing Rock Sioux Indi-
an Reservation

-

-

no running to the big box store to buy a 

adulthood.”

Wheeler residence in southern Minneso-

the Stableizer -

-
ness happened by accident. That’s been 

said.

-

EZ Animal EZ Animal 
ProductsProducts
best kept secret  best kept secret  
in Humboldtin Humboldt

Buck Wheeler is shown here with a 

cart he designed to carry the milking 

products his company in Humboldt 

manufactures and sells around the 

world.
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-

shipping industry and foreign shipping. 
That’s been a big challenge because 

Sourcing quality products at a decent 

John said.

on hand to ship out across the country 

John said.

John said.

-

-

 “We don’t do a lot of sales in the 

Restraint

the Stableizer.
-
-

you could use to restrain a horse by your-
-

Stableiz-
er
 “The restraint re-
leases endorphins 

-

area and graduat-

-

Karen said.

-

-
-

-

-
ing the Stableizer. We caught the shuttle 

a clinic at the equine surgical hospital in 

Stableizer
things together in our garage in Minneso-

-

the Stableizer
said.

-

Milking device

Mare Milker. A 

Stableizer

-

changed the bottles a little bit and the la-

Stableizer

John Morrison (right), who heads up EZ Animal Products 

in Humboldt, is shown here with employees Ben Konecne 

(left) and Crystal Rashedi in the production room.
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-

-

-

-
ful.”

Stableizer

Karen said.

selling the Stableizer

-

-
-

-

-

said.
-

said.

said.
-

-

said.

-

been an integral part of our business.”
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POTM sponsored by:POTM sponsored by:

To submit a photo of your pet, To submit a photo of your pet, 
email info@humboldtnews.com email info@humboldtnews.com 

Please include Please include 
pet’s name, pet’s name, 

owner’s name owner’s name 
and hometown.and hometown.

of of 
thethe

Buddy

Gerry Gary
Hum

phrey
Crenshaw

Cooper
O

w
ner: Carol Lenning, B

ode
O

w
ners:   John &

 Alice B
olen, 

Runnells

A
V

A
ILA

B
LE FO

R
 A

D
O

P
TIO

N
:

A
V

A
ILA

B
LE FO

R
 A

D
O

P
TIO

N
:

M
offi

tt A
n

im
al Sh

elter
M

offi
tt A

n
im

al Sh
elter

515-604-6242
515-604-6242

A
V

A
ILA

B
LE FO

R
 A

D
O

P
TIO

N
:

A
V

A
ILA

B
LE FO

R
 A

D
O

P
TIO

N
:

M
offi

tt A
n

im
al Sh

elter
M

offi
tt A

n
im

al Sh
elter

515-604-6242
515-604-6242

A
V

A
ILA

B
LE FO

R
 A

D
O

P
TIO

N
:

A
V

A
ILA

B
LE FO

R
 A

D
O

P
TIO

N
:

M
offi

tt A
n

im
al Sh

elter
M

offi
tt A

n
im

al Sh
elter

515-604-6242
515-604-6242

Birdie
O

w
ners:  Scott &

 Kim
 Johnson, 

Liverm
ore

Aubrey Cordray, DVM  |  Renee Bertram, DVM  
Tracy Lindquist, DVM  | Kaity Wesley, DVM  

Serving the Humboldt area, our advanced facility accommodates small & large animals. 

(515) 332-2346
2112 10th Ave. N., Humboldt  |  www.humboldtvetclinic.com



22    HUMBOLDT NOW! APRIL 2026

By Karen May

T -

St

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

.
year here

-

-

years later the neighbor next door had to return to Michigan so 
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-

-

-

see you soon!

Comfort and Mobility You can Count On

$799.99

Walker

STAR 8 ROLLATOR 
$149.99

Starting atStarting at
$$39399999

Mary Kay’s 
Gifts & Home Decor

1108 Central Ave. Fort Dodge

515-417-5430

Mon-Fri 10AM-5:30PM

SAT 10AM-3:00PM

rr
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My love affair 
with aprons
By Phyllis Johnson

 Tnapron,

-
ting in her lap. 

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-

-
ing. 

-
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www.humboldtinsurance.com

For friendly, local service and insurance protection 
you can count on, call us today!

We understand your 
insurance needs because we 

live and work here, too. 
Our company has protected area 

families for decades and we will 
be here for many years to come.

We understand your 
insurance needs because we 

live and work here, too. 
Our company has protected area 

families for decades and we will 
be here for many years to come.

Shared Purpose -  
Mutual Values

Shared Purpose -  
Mutual Values

www.humboldtmutualinsurance.com

-

SIP, SPARKLE, 
STEM AND SHOP

IN FORT DODGE 
Saturday, April 25th

With a purchase at each participating business, receive 
a  or ingredient for a bouquet. Make yourself 
a bouquet by stopping at all places!

Stop at Ardys Mae for brunch and 
drinks and a fabulous vendor show 
inside!

End your day at 
Smitty’s Garden Center where they 
will help you create your beautiful 
bouquet!

Visit 5+ business for a chance to WIN

 Ardys Mae
Smitty’s Garden 

Center
Perfect Fitz

Katy Lynn Boutique

Rush Hour
Charmed Spaces
Brown’s Shoe Fit

Mary Kay’s Gifts and 
Home Decor

Grab your girlfriends & shop together!
- Girls Day Out! -

GIFT CARD GIFT CARD 
BASKETBASKET
valued at valued at 

$300+$300+

14 S 14th St.l, Fort Dodge, IA
515-573-7375

@ardysmaecoffee

- Gir- Gir

17 South 12th St., 
Fort Dodge

515-570-5362

Come See Us At
Central Iowa 

Quilters 
Market
April 17-18

at Sycamore Row 
Event Center 

2609 University Blvd, 
Ames, IA

Check out our 
Facebook for full 

details!

Free Estimates  ·  FINANCING AVAILABLE

Your Family Flooring Store

Downtown Humbold
515.332.1102 

M-F 9-5:30, Sat. 9-1

Stop in & let us help you 
plan your next home 

improvement project.

Downtown Humboldt 
515.332.1102 

Mon-Thurs 9AM-4PM
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EXPERT, PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE

COOKE’S TREE SERVICE
Brad Cooke, Owner | 515.368.2861

Stump Removal

515-332-4762   800-358-5028
SIDING   ROOFING   GUTTERS

WINDOWS   DOORS
WWW.SATERNEXTERIORS.COM

Since 1971

Humboldt: 620 Sumner Avenue, Suite 3
Fort Dodge: 1303 A Street

P: 515-576-2126 · www.lifeworkscommunityservices.org

We have employment opportunities 
in the Humboldt and Fort Dodge areas

Send it to us to have it listed for 

FREE in the Humboldt NOW! 

calendar. 

Email your event to faith@humboldtnews.com

Have an 
upcoming event?

727 13th St. N. | 515-332-5333
Open: M-F 7:30AM-5:30PM SAT 8:00AM-12:00PM

Auto, Agricultural & Heavy Duty Parts
Appearance/Car Care Products



3026 5th Avenue South • Fort Dodge • 515-576-4176
www.flooringamerica-designcenter.com

INSPIRED 
DESIGN +
TRUSTED 
EXPERTS

We guide you every step of the way, starting with a personalized
consultation with a professional designer. We’ll work with you
to create a kitchen or bath for your style, needs, and budget.



STRONG 
Community

Humboldt Drive Up

These Mease elementary 
students have been 

working on teamwork 
during their library 

time. After they check 
out books, they work 

together at a table to put 
a puzzle together. It takes 

cooperation, patience 
and perseverance in 

order to accomplish this. 
It has been a fun task to 

complete as a team!
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