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Humboldt Mutual Insurance and Abens-Marty-
Curran Agency have stood the test of time

By PHIL MONSON

As spring 2026 unfolds,
it marks a milestone for
a couple of businesses in
downtown Humboldt which
share the same building.

Humboldt Mutual
Insurance ~ Company  is
celebrating 140  years,

established in 1886.

Abens-Marty-Curran
Insurance Agency is
celebrating its 50th
anniversary in May. It was
formed in 1976.

Amy Peters serves as
president and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Humboldt
Mutual Insurance Company.
Scott Curran is treasurer and
chief financial officer.

Curran owns and operates
Abens-Marty-Curran
Insurance Agency, alongside
Ross  Sleiter and Lance
DeWinter.

Abens-Marty-Curran
Agency is independent of
Humboldt Mutual Insurance
Company. Humboldt Mutual
is the insurance carrier while
sales agents Curran, Sleiter
and DeWinter own and
operate Abens-Marty-Curran
Agency. Curran is president
of AMC.

Maury Abens brought
Abens-Marty-Curran Agency
to Humboldt in 1976. In
1978, he and Lawrence Marty
partnered to form the agency.
In 1986 Larry Curran, Scott’s
father, joined the agency.
Marty retired in 1989 but the
Abens-Marty-Curran Agency
name remained.

Abens-Marty-Curran
Agency works with clients
in lining up their insurance
needs, whether it be home,
car or farm.

“Humboldt Mutual is one
of the companies we could
place  people’s  coverage
with. We are more in sales,
marketing and serve as a

broker,” Curran said. “We can
write insurance with a wide
range of companies and not
just Humboldt Mutual. Others
include  Grinnell Mutual,
IMT, Nationwide, North Star
Insurance and Progressive.”

“Since we are in the same
building as Humboldt Mutual,
people in the community
assume we are all one in the
same,” Curran said. “We are
thought of as one but we are
two different entities.”

“Humboldt Mutual has
been around for 140 years
and it was formed by farmers
140 years ago as a way to
provide coverage to the rural
community and  farms,”
Curran said.

“We manage and run
Humboldt Mutual Insurance
Company but the policy
owners actually own the
company. There’s a board
of directors for Humboldt
Mutual ~ Insurance  that
oversees decisions and we
have a staff to help run the
company,” Curran said.

Peters has been with the
company since 1997.

“I started out working at
the front desk and I worked
for both the agency and

the insurance company,’
Peters said. “On Mondays,
Wednesdays and  Fridays

I worked for Humboldt
Mutual and on Tuesdays and
Thursdays I worked for the

agency.”
Rising costs and the
big jump in catastrophic

weather events over the last
10-20 years have impacted
the insurance industry as a
whole and have made for a
challenging time.

“Since 2017 we have had
so many severe storms that
we had never experienced
before,” Peters said. ““A higher

See more on pg 2

Amy Peters (front) serves as Chief Executive Officer of Humboldt Mutual Insurance Company. Scott Curran (left) is
treasurer and chief financial officer. Independent photo.

Abens-Marty-Curran Insurance Agency is owned and operated by Ross Sleiter (left), Lance DeWinter (center) and
Scott Curran. Humboldt Independent photo.
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frequency of hail and wind
storms that caused damage
throughout the area. In the
early 2000s we had some bad
storms.”

“Humboldt Mutual had a
big concentration of events
that increased the risk in
Humboldt and Fort Dodge.
To try to alleviate that if
we did get a big storm and
because a lot happened in our
big area, we had to adjust our
rates. Make the rates higher
for homeowners and create
endorsements in the way
coverage changed,” Peters
said.

“Humboldt Mutual
relies on the fact that we
are re-insured by Grinnell
Mutual. Humboldt Mutual
buys insurance from a
larger company just like
consumers buy insurance
from companies to cover their
property risk,” Curran said.

“If a huge -catastrophe
hits Humboldt or Humboldt
County direct, there’s no
way Humboldt Mutual has
the reserves to pay all of
those claims,” Curran said.
“Grinnell re-insures all the

things we are insuring. And
of course, it all goes up the
chain. Grinnell buys re-
insurance from another entity
because they work with 60
other county mutuals across
the state and it all goes up into
a backwards funnel,” Curran
said.

“What’s been happening
over the last handful of years
is that the re-insurance market
has been accessed way more
than it ever has in the past.
The big companies at the top
started driving terms of how
policies are going to be insured
and the rates down to the next
layer of re-insurance and so it
all gets passed on down and
ultimately the buck stops with
the consumer,” Curran said.

“That has changed a lot over
the last few years. Deductibles
have had to be increased.
Terms of what is covered
and what used to be referred
to as replacement cost can’t
always be replacement cost
anymore. It has to be actual
cash value or depreciated
policies. The re-insurance that
we get charged from Grinnell
is obviously going up so our
rates in turn have to come up,”
Curran said. “There’s a lot of
that which has happened the

last few years.”

“Other companies are
following suit. I feel like we
were aggressive or proactive in
trying to address the increase in
rising costs by implementing
adjusted premiums before
most companies have done,”
Peters said. “Now companies
like IMT, Nationwide and
Accuity are responding with
rate increases to cover losses.”

“I feel like things have now
leveled out and everyone has
had to take their turn and it
was just a matter of when it
happened in the fiscal calendar
year,” Curran said.

“Humboldt Mutual
Insurance serves Humboldt
County and the adjoining
counties around us,” Peters
said.

“Most  county mutuals
when they were formed, the
original charter was the county
they were domiciled in and the
ring of adjoining counties,’
Curran said. “Over the
course of time some mutuals
have gone statewide. We are
considered statewide but our
county basically includes the
two rings of counties around
us and that is 22 counties. That
is our writing territory and
where we are allowed to write
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Overhead Door Company
of Webster County"

www.ohdwebstercounty.c

One of the top investments a homeowner can make is upgrading
their garage door. If you are planning on selling your home, a
new door will boost the appearance of your home and increase
your listing price. In addition to increasing the value of your
home and the curb appeal, you can increase your homes energy
efficiency and secunty. Overhead Door Company
of Webster County " is here for all your garage door needs!

The Genuine. The Original.

515-955-DOOR (3667)

insurance coverage.”

“We have eight agencies
within those counties who
write policies for us. The
agencies are based out of
Algona, Belmond, Garner,
Corwith,  Eagle Grove,
Clarion, Webster City,
Jefferson and Fort Dodge.
Some of those are satellite with
parent agencies in Algona,
Pocahontas, Webster City,
Belmond and Fort Dodge,”
Peters said.

Peters says being small has
its benefits.

“The one benefit of being
considered a small insurance
company is because we are
small we are nimble and can
take action quickly where
some larger companies can
take months before they
get everything under the
pipeline. When we need to
adjust, we are able to adjust
and react and that has paid
its dividends accordingly, to
help Humboldt Mutual be
around another 140 years,”
Curran said.

“It’s not just making the
decisions. We have a board
of directors who help us
in making the decisions in
Humboldt Mutual. They are
all policy holders so they

have a vested interest,” Peters
said.

“Insurance is the idea of
pooling resources to spread
the risk because nobody can
stand it on their own. The
law of large numbers says
not everybody is going to
experience a loss so therefore,
they will help pay for the
losses this year,” Curran said.

“One hundred and forty
years ago the idea was for
farms and rural property that
started popping up, none of
the insurance companies back
in the day wanted anything to
do with insuring farms and
rural properties because there
was no way the horse and
buggy fire department was
going to get there in time and
be able to put out the fire. If a
building caught on fire it was
usually a total loss,” Curran
said.

“Farmers and people in
rural areas began pooling their
money, went in and created
the charter and had members
who paid their premiums, so
to speak, so they could have
protections for themselves,”
Curran said.

“That was why they were
formed and it has stood the test
of time. Iowa has experienced

a lot of consolidation over the
years. At the height there was
around 104 mutual insurance
companies in the state. That
is now down to about 54 or
55. As time goes on, mutuals
either quit completely or
merged or consolidated with
others,” Curran said.

“The state of Iowa has
an insurance division that
regulates insurance. We have
to send them our quarterly
and annual reports along
with our financial reports.
They monitor those and have
guidelines. They oversee
everyone. If somebody is in
jeopardy, they will step in
to take control if needed,”
Curran said.

“We’ve stood the test
of time and look forward
to serving well into the
future as we celebrate these
milestones,” Curran said.

Humboldt Mutual
Insurance Company and
Abens-Marty-Curran
Agency is located just east
of the Humota Theater at
513 Sumner Avenue. You
can contact them by phone
at 515-332-2953 or toll free
at 866-632-2953.
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One Stop Easy Shopping

Building,
Remodeling,
Or just replacing?

SEE US!

WE DON'T JUST SELL ...

We deliver!
We install!

Plus we service after the sale!

Seiler
Appliance has
been serving the
Humboldt area
since 1963/

Locally owned' APPLIANGE & SERVICE, LLC | 515-332-3836
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Homeowners know that the next home renovation project is

always right around the corner. And that means finding ways to
finance such undertakings.
When planning for renovations, the average homeowner
underestimates their project cost by approximately 22 percent,
according to the 2026 Remodeling Impact Report. Establishing
a pre-project budget can help avoid such surprises.

Don’t over-improve

A common mistake homeowners make is over-improving a
home beyond the neighborhood value. A good rule of thumb
is to employ the average percentage-of-home-value approach
in an effort to stay within range of what’s acceptable. Budget

a kitchen renovation or finished basement at 10 to 15 percent |

of the home value. A master bedroom will come in at 5 to 10 ! e
percent of home value, while a small bedroom or office falls '
between 1 and 3 percent of home value. These benchmarks [ A

are supported by the National Association of the Remodeling

Industry and the National Association of Realtors. Historically, a | B NS
functional, modern kitchen is the top driver of home value, says R :
Remodeling Magazine. ; [

Learn the breakdown

Homeowners should understand that materials, fixtures,
appliances, and flooring, otherwise known as “hard costs,”
will eat up 50 to 60 percent of their renovation budgets. Labor,
permits and design fees will comprise the next largest chunk,
typically coming in between 25 and 35 percent. Homeowners
also should factor about 15 to 20 percent of a budget to a safety
net to cover unforeseen expenses, like mold remediation or
structural issues.

At Tjaden Electric Company our
comprehensive staff of qualified
electricians can accomplish projects
both big and small. We offer everything
from 24 hour electrical service and repair
to design build in lowa. We are a family
owned company who care about quality
and customer service. We look forward
to working with you on your next project.

Get three quotes

It’s important for homeowners to get several estimates before
establishing a budget. Experts advise working with contractors
that offer fixed-price contracts rather than those that list time and
materials; otherwise, there may be a mid-project price hike that
comes out of the blue. A person also can ask contractors for a
line-item bid so it’s possible to see where money can be trimmed
through different material choices. With a list of desired items in
hand, and acceptable substitutions if the cost comes in too high,
homeowners can create a budget that works.

OUR SERVICES:

* Service & Repair * Industrial/Ag

Saving versus splurging
It’s important for homeowners to be realistic about their e Commercial * Technology Services
renovations. They can splurge on items that are seen or touched : : . .
every day, like door handles, cabinet pulls and faucets. Other * Residential * DeSIQn Build
items, like lighting fixtures or backsplashes, can be replaced down Scan the QR
the road. It may be better to direct funds to structural elements or G E N E n Ac . E code for more
those “invisible renovations” like upgrading insulation or smart . information
systems that save on energy costs and improve efficiency. ———— 1P :
AUTHORIZED
Keep a 20 percent cushion DEALER

Homeowners can determine the affordability if a proposed
project ends up costing 20 percent more or takes a few months
longer. If the answer is no, homeowners should scale back the
project budget until they have that financial safety net. Alliant
Credit Union says experts strongly recommend adding a 20
percent contingency cushion to a remodeling budget.

A home remodeling project is a big commitment of time and
money. Budgeting correctly ensures that there are few, if any,
surprises along the way.
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" 1420 E. Commercial, Algona
Ph. 515-295-5320
Automotive - Commercial - Agricultural

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS
:h ¢ Rock Chip Repairs Available

¢ Mirrors « Windows ¢ Doors
e Table Tops ¢ Lock Work

* Repair & Manufacture Screens ; e i *-*-- . Free Es’im’es!

e Regular Wood Putty Windows
¢ Plexiglass ¢ Plate Glass

Hwy. 3 East, Gilmore City « 515-375-6090
Mike, Pat & Jason Schall
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We Build Homes
For A Lifetime. .

Building Your Visions Since 1979

BERTES

CONSTRUCTION
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Your Vision Our Expertise

Whether you're looking to build new, add-on, or just remodel we work with you every step of the way to make
sure your visions come to life. We pride ourselves on quality over quantity and treat every home like it's our
own. If you're looking for a homebuilder who cares as much as you do, contact us today for a free quote.

Contact Us Today (515) 332-9866 or www.BerteAndSon.com
New Homes, New Buildings, Additions, Remodels, Concrete Work, Finish Work & More!
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In|businessisincel1983;Sue’s Draperies Etc. is your trusted cho_|ce__ “HunterDouglas &

foricustomiwindow treatments in surrounding area.

Iﬂ"”“””'ﬂ”_ﬂ'“. -. ; + Custom Window Treatments Ca-ll_ for an -
- | | + Drapes appointment -
1 % » Window Blinds TODAY! .
* Window Shades 515.955.5398 A
- Custom Bedding Hrs: Mon-Thurs  0AM-4PM,
Su €’ S DRBP GRI €S GG C Fri & Sat by appointment
1718 Central Avenue - Fort Dodge ¢ SUE BAEDKE, Owner & Decorating Consultant
FREE SHOP-AT-HOME DECORATING SERVICE suesdraperies@frontiernet.net

- N - e®
A reputation huilt on quality.

Building new, custom homes

] . -
in Humboldt, Fort Dodge,lclarllon, and Webster City/!

FlooringAmerica.
— DESIGN CENTER

Luxury Design for
Everyday Living

FLOORING « CUSTOM TILE « COUNTERTOPS « CABINETS

-

We build homes for
people at all stages
of life and for
every lifestyle.

CALL TODAY!!

/2N

um DON PEART Follow us on

CUSTOM HOMES =& 7

515-573-5964 Amwaod

BUILDING SYSTEMS A

Free Design Complete Kitchen The Best Cabinet & Flexible
I:l‘/ Consultation I:l\/ & Bath Projects El\/ Countertop Selection I:l‘/ Financing

i’ 026 Sth Avenue South www.donpeartcustomhomes.com

DS GN CENTER
www.flooringamerica-designcenter.com QOO Q@0

=

OMMERCIAL;& RESIDENT
. OVERHEADETYPE:DOOR

stetteet . Your Local
e o HOME LOAN EXPERT |
. r/

zaozlg)‘jﬁﬁ"si, %& éF SB

DUNCOMBE, IR 50532
@ FIRST STATE BANK

hQF' ~ | 515-573-8883
tsbwc.com ATTNIIE

WWW:PANDRENTRYDOORS.COM

E—

PANDRENTRYDOORS@WCCTA.NET
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FIIIIR SEASONS CONSTRUGTION INC.

hane Dickey, Owner * Gilmore City
515-368-2191 cell * 515-373-6352 home

fourseosonsconstruchonmc com

Flexsteel » La-Z-Boy ® Simmons * side * Southern Motion * Flexsteel ® La-Z-Boy ®* Simmons * side ® Southern Motiol

Downtown Eagle Grove

Voted B PI;
By ramine © The area’s best selection and

3 Years in a Row! service for 77 years!
delivery;
team!

_ ® Flexste u" gjeaugyrpsf """"'-"'"\"\'.z....F,.'_;f-i

Over80 o A g B8 0 T

Recliners Display! \/\/%
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* Steel Roofing
(residential, commercial & agricultural)
* Asphalt Roofing
* Barn & Farm Building Restoration
e Siding & Trim Work ¢ Decks

* Replacement Windows & Doors

DELIVERY

in the

FURNITORE

AND MATTRESS | (ike Us0n

EAGLE GROVE  “*™%  \/, pri9.5+Sat9-4
515-448-3413 =Bl www.christfurniture.com
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* New Construction ¢ Interior Remodeling
» Concrete * Pole Buildings * Snow Removal

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS!

Free Estimates - Quality Work - Firm Quotes - 25 Years Experience

7, ORETERACD L
EVERYTHING IN E L . ON mcmn i

7 / . Enerbank: Fmancmg 7
BETWEEN Vi RC)C)FING & EXTEF%QRS WV E . i i uaified suyers

La-Z-Boy * Simmons e Riverside ® Southern Motion * Flexsteel * La-Z-Boy ®* Simmons * Riverside ® Southern Motion ¢ Flexsteel » La-Z-Boy * Simmons  Riverside * Southern Motion
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Roof Inspections " Steel Roofing Systems
Gutter Systems & Covers + Roof Repair + Siding
Custom Built Residential Roofing Systems «+~ Attic Insulation
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Amy Donahe
VP, Mortgage Loan Officer
(515) 332-7082
NMLS #762522
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Bank lowa ‘ Bank I @
NMLS #673681 \ an Owa® EQUAL HOUSING
www.bankiowa.bank | Member FDIC LENDER

L[]

Your guide to local
professionals specializing
in all aspects of home

U improvement.

by
LENNOX |

When the weather _
starts to warm up,
it’s time for a tune-up.

Receive up to $1,800
in rebates” when you
purchase the Ultimate

Comfort System™*
"Rebate is paid in the form of a
Lennox Prepaid Mastercard

OR Qualified Buyers make no
payments, incur no interest for
12 months when financing a new
Lennox® system™*

PLUS, ask about local
utility rebates that may
be available*"

Free Estimates

North Central lowa Service, LLC
515-332-1506
1700 13th St N.
Humboldt, IA 50548
HVAC , Plumbing, Electrical, Geothermal, Solar

Offer expires June 12, 2026.

“Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 9, 2026 and June 12, 2026 from a participating Lennox® dealer. Contact your local participating Lennox
dealer for promotion details. Qualifying items must be installed by June 19, 2026. This offer applies to residential installations only. Rebate claims must be submitted
(with the Dealer’s invoice to the homeowner listing all models and serial numbers) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 19, 2026 11:59:59 p.m. ET.
Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Prepaid Mastercard®. Use your card anywhere Mastercard is accepted. This card is issued by The Bancorp Bank, N.A., pursuant to
license by Mastercard International. Mastercard and the circles design are registered trademarks of Mastercard International Incorporated. The Bancorp Bank, N.A.;
Member FDIC. This is not a gift card. This card is issued for loyalty, award or promotional purposes. Please note that prepaid cards are subject to expiration, so pay close
attention to the expiration date of the card. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions. **Offer available between
March 9, 2026 and June 12, 2026. All applications are subject to credit review and approval. Not all applicants will qualify. Requires purchase of qualifying Lennox
system. No down payment required. If you qualify for this promotion (“Promotion”)and elect to participate, Finance Charges (interest) will not accrue for the first twelve
months (Promotional Period), and you will not be required to make payments during the Promotional Period. If you pay the entire amount financed on or before the last
day of the Promotional Period (Promotional Expiration Date), you will not have to pay any Finance Charges. However, if you qualify and elect to participate in the
Promotion and do not pay the entire amount financed on or before the Promotion Expiration Date, you will be charged Finance Charges starting the first day after the
Promotion Expiration Date at an annual percentage rate (APR) of 11.95%, and the balance will be payable in 120 scheduled monthly payments of $14.30 per $1,000 of the
amount financed. No prepayment penalties. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. Late charges may apply. Complete terms
and conditions and Truth in Lending disclosures will be set forth in the Retail Installment Contract which you should review carefully. **Savings vary based on local
energy provider and where you live. Contact your local utility provider or ask your local dealer for details.

©2026 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

| 3 FIECE
nATHRES

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
“THE PROBLEM SOLVERS”

919.332.2283 - HUMBOLDT, IA

' BEISSER

LUMBER COMPANY
1920 CENTRAL AVENUE, FORT DODGE
Office 515-573-4166 | Fax 515-573-4880 | 1-800-362-2846

Your Full Service Lumberyard

SERVING COSTUMERS
SINCE 1953

Locations: Fort Dodge, Grimes & Coralville
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LOORING AN TRNE AVRTLARE

Your Family Flooring Store

Downtown Humboldt | 515.332.1102 | Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM
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Don’t forget to add on to
your home insurance!

Even a minor alteration in your home could
change the value.
Review your policy with us to make sure
) » ) your home is properly protected!
Free Estimates | Military Discount | Joe Egdorf: (515) 368-3846
www.guttersunlimitedelite.com | info@guttersunlimitedelite.com :gEM:: II\-III;TIIH“'IIYU ggﬁklmsxgéwgf ASsoC.

P.0. Box 35 * Humboldt, IA 50548 ¢ 515-332-2953
humboldtmutualinsurance.com

Roofing, Siding
Windows, & More!

Humboldt; A

GET $1,000 OFF YOUR ool I
MORTGAGE CLOSING COSTS! skaUATTO <

NMLS#488170

Your next level
real estate experience.

Whether you're starting fresh, buying your first home, or upgrading, Donnell is here to help [4]
you find the right financing. Begin your journey with us and make this season amazing. %

NORTHWEST BANK

Ross Petersen Jayci Petersen Brody Clark
515-778-4769 515-708-2700 515-890-9464

801 Sumner Avenue, Humboldt | 515.332.1840 | www.NW.bank

606 Sumner Avenue, Humboldt, IA 50548

*Credit score of 720 or greater on primary residence purchase loans only. Receive $1,000 off closing costs with a loan amount greater than or equal to
Log on to humboldtrealtyia.com to view our available listings!

$150,000 or $500 off closing costs with a loan amount of $50,000-$149,999. Funds cannot be applied towards down payment, prepaid interest, etc. Offer
valid for secondary market loans only. Use of the Closing Cost Offer may limit or preclude utilization of other discounts or programs. Available to
applications dated January 1- December 31, 2026. Property insurance is required. An open and active Northwest Bank Compass Rewards, Compass
Relationship, Compass Digital, Con(?)ass Cash Compass Free or Private Banking Checking Account is required. $10 minimum to open checklng account.
Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender | NMLS#486668.

(515) 332-1332 » Fax (515) 332-8107
o Ross Petersen, Broker ¢ Cell 515-778-4769 Member
f© Office 515-332-1332 [ s &
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I SX 8 0 0 The ISX™ 800 features the next generation in Ferris® independent
suspension technology; the Forefront™ Suspension System.

Upgrades to ensure a home
stays safe and secure

A home can never be too safe or secure. When residents
of a home leave or go to bed at night, a wide range of
safety and security features can protect them and their
belongings. In-home amenities also can make homes safer
for residents with mobility issues or other limitations.

Homeowners indeed have no shortage of options when
seeking to make their homes safer and more secure.
An assortment of safety and security features can help
homeowners plan for nearly every situation that could put
residents in jeopardy.

* Age-related safety features: Various features can help
seniors age in place. The National Institute on Aging
recommends installing grab bars in showers and bathtubs
to reduce the risk of falls when bathing. Such features
also can help seniors balance themselves while they bathe
and get in and out of showers and tubs. Nonslip strips can
be installed on bathroom and kitchen floors in areas that
might be vulnerable to spills or puddling. The NIA also
recommends fixing all carpets firmly on the floors, which
may necessitate the removal of all area rugs. Adding
handrails on staircases so there’s something to grab onto
on each side the staircase also can enhance the safety of
these potentially risky spaces in a home.

e Entry point security features: Deadbolts, security
cameras and/or smart doorbells make it easier to keep
strangers out and monitor entryways. Smart doorbells
may deter criminals from approaching a property. Locks
and sensors also can be installed on all windows, and
especially those on the first floor that can be accessed from
the ground. Locks on sliding doors can be reinforced with
secondary locks that further prevent the door from being
opened from the outside once the locks are engaged.

e Fire safety features: The National Fire Protection
Association notes that the death rate in home structure
fires is approximately 60 percent lower in homes with
working smoke alarms than in homes with no alarms or in
homes where alarms are not working. The NFPA adds that
smoke alarms monitor for smoke and control the speaker
that emits the sounds that notify occupants of the presence
of smoke. The NFPA recommends both ionization smoke
alarms and photoelectric smoke alarms, as each employs
a different type of sensor. The combination of both in a
home ensures people are alerted in the case of both flaming
fires (ionization alarms) and smoking, smoldering fires
(photoelectric alarms). A functioning fire extinguisher also
is a must (disposable extinguishers typically last between
10 and 12 years), as is a carbon monoxide detector.

e Lighting: Sufficient lighting in a home and around the
exterior of a home and even the property can be another
important safety and security measure. Exterior lighting
deters intruders because it makes them more visible to
residents while they’re awake and makes them easier to
see on overnight security cameras, which can be enough
to keep them away. Interior lighting makes it easier to
navigate a home at twilight and at night. Hallway night
lights can make trips to the bathroom safer, and lighting
alongside stairways can make these spaces easier to
navigate when the rest of the home is dark.

There’s no shortage of ways to make homes safer and
more secure, which should be a priority for homeowners
of all ages.

STARTING AS LOW AS

$10,699

MODEL: 5902084

STARTING AS LOW AS

$13499

MODEL: 5902090

STARTING AS LOW AS

$18,299

MODEL: 5902066

Special Financing Available’
'Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly
payments required. See dealers for details.

(515] 882.3261 - Lu Verne
www.carrollimplement.com

ISX 2200

ISX 3300

FRONT AND REAR ADJ. DUAL COIL OVER SHOCKS
LED HEADLIGHTS

FABRICATED DECK

DECK WIDTHS: 48" / 52" / 60”

ENGINE OPTIONS:

Briggs & Stratton® CXI 25HP Carb
Kawasaki® FR730V Carb
Kawasaki® FR730V EFI

The ISX™ 2200 Take productivity and comfort up a notch. ISX™
2200 boasts our most advanced suspension technology —

™

ForeFront™ Suspension, ensuring operator comfort.

FOREFRONT™ INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION
SYSTEM WITHSUSPENSIONSEAT

23” TURF FRIENDLY REAR TIRES
iCD™ CUTTING SYSTEM WITH 2-BELT DECK
DECK WIDTHS: 52” / 60”

ENGINE OPTIONS:

Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series
Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series EFI
Kawasaki® FT730V

The ISX™ 3300 takes the premier Ferris® zero turn model to the

next level with the Forefront™ Suspension System for industry-
leading comfort, stability and quality of cut.
FOREFRONT™ SUSPENSION WITH SUSPENSION SEAT

OIL GUARD™ SYSTEM BY VANGUARD® EXTENDS 0IL
CHANGE INTERVALS TO 500 HOURS

iCD™ CUTTING SYSTEM
DECK WIDTHS: 60" / 72"

ENGINE OPTIONS:

Vanguard® BIG BLOCK™ EFI-ETC with Qil Guard™
System with 40HP and 9933cc

Vanauard® 36HP BIG BLOCK™ Carb

Larrol

IMPLEMENT RLTL.

and remodelmg projects!

ENTERPRISES, LLC

v Se us
_for all gour
I wallrb(oard needs/s

TERRY BussE OWNER

515.890.0711
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AN DISCOUNTS FOR
3 % 1ST RESPONDER
VETERAN

Residential and Commercial
Services

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS
GUTTER GUARDS

SIDING

SOFFIT/FASCIA
WINDOWS/DOORS

DECKS

INTERIOR FLOORING/DRYWALL
BATHROOM REMODEL

515-368-1394 515-368-2377
www.1stchoiceguttersexteriors.net
FREE ESTIMATES

See this issue of the Humboldt Reminder (and more!)

ONLINE AT www.humboldtnews.com

- —

XL
[ ]

[Glay/Construction]

*LOCAL CONTRACTOR *

= For ALL your home renovation needs =
= New Construction  Stamped Concrete. &

Call Mike 515-890-1612 =
* INSURED 0 B

COOKE’S
TREE SERVICLE

Humboldt, lowa

ELECTRICAL SERVICE, LLC.

ELECTRICAL - GENERATORS - SOLAR POWER
RESIDENTIAL - AGRICULTURAL - COMMERCIAL
1202 7TH AVE SW, HUMBOLDT, IOWA 50548
akelectric20@gmail.cm - 515-890-9333
24 HOUR SERVICE

%

GROWTHLAND

Real Estate

e Property Management

1012 12th St N, Humboldt, IA | 515-332-1863

Appraisals

Deb Almond

Realtore & Property Manager

515-890-0025
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BACKYARD IDEAS ON A BUDGET

Many people enjoy the
possibilities that outdoor
living offers and admit they
would spend more time
outside if the exterior spaces
of their homes featured
more amenities. According
to a 2024 survey by Allstate
Protection Plans, Americans
love outdoor living and
entertaining. Seventy-
six percent of those who
own outdoor products use
their backyards, porches,
patios, or balconies at
least three times a week.
About 25 percent of
Canadians spent more time
in managed landscapes in
2022 compared to 2021,
according to a survey
commissioned by  the
TurfMutt Foundation.

It’s clear people from all
walks of life value time
spent outdoors, but many
homeowners cannot afford
a major backyard overhaul.
Thankfully, there are
budget-friendly  upgrades
anyone  can  embrace
to maximize style and
function.

Source thrift shops

Thrift shops are ideal
places to find gently used
items for the yard. Scour
the aisles for patio sets,
planters and more at
deeply discounted prices.

Power on. And on.

If you can’t ﬁnd a matched
set, look for patio pieces

that have similar lines
and materials to create a
cohesive look and feel.

Grab some pallets

There’s an entire craft
offshoot involving the
repurposing  of  pallets
acquired from warehouses
or hardware stores. Pallets
can be transformed into
everything from tables
to sectionals to benches.
Visit www.instructables.
com/Pallet-Furniture/  for
building ideas, or check
out YouTube video tutorials
offering tips on getting
started. Pallet furniture can
be much more affordable
for those on tight budgets,
particularly since pallets
are often free.

Lend a hand
Taking on some of the

backyard renovations
yourself can save money.
Speak with a contractor,
mason or landscape
architect to see if you can
pitch in to lower costs. You
might be able to tear out
existing landscape to reduce
labor expenses so that the
professional can come in
and get started right away.

Reuse and refresh

While thrift stores are one
place to find inexpensive
outdoor living items, you
also can transform older
furniture  or  hand-me-
downs with some sanding
and a coat of paint. Breathe
new life into found items
with paint, fresh cushions
and enthusiasm.

Renovating an outdoor
living space is achievable in
a budget-friendly way with
some creativity and know-
how.

Now with a free warranty up to $535

Schedule an in-home consultation and get to know
America’s favorite home standby generator.

Request a free quote today.

GENERAC
————e=mom|

Electrlcal Serwce, LLc

1202 7th Ave SW, Humboldt | 24 HOUR SERVICE
akelectric20@gmail.com - 515-890-9333

‘.F‘-
3
W?fﬁﬂ.ﬁ‘ &9}'}&#

FURRITURE s

12 MONTH
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

*MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED

Best Furniture Store

l."L““.l
) 777 kOS 0o s 977&2’2‘
Gty (4

l-rv

Serving lowa Since 1953 F U R N | T U R E

FURNITURE THAT LASTS - SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON
EAST ON HIGHWAY BUSINESS 20
ACROSS FROM MENARDS - FORT DODGE - 515-576-7241

WWW.MIKOSANDMATT.COM

HOURS: MON. 9AM-7PM - TUES-THURS. 9AM-6PM
FRI 9AM-5:30PM - SAT. 9AM-5PM - SUN. NOON-4PM

SINCE 1953

.

THOMPSON
REAL ESTATE

913-332-3330

LOOKING TO MAKE YOUR REAL ESTATE DREAMS A
REALITY? LOOK NO FURTHER! CONTACT US TODAY
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

We will help you with all your listing or purchasing needs.
[E @ 1717 8th Ave. N. Humboldt, IA

REALTOR

Member
MLS

515-890-0707 | Marlene Thompson
515-890-1319 | Sierra Vorland

515-368-2038 | Paula Skow
515-890-0561 | Chantel Fridolfson
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Building Materials

Lumber
Insulation
Plumbing
Windows
Cabinets
o Doors
CES Flooring

We Sell
Flooring

CARPET, LUXURY VINYL
PLANKTILE AND MORE

e —

valspar | \aispar

valspar

e A e

lspar » ValSpar S 7] v Va ‘ spar
8 VEDALLIONPLUS | e ; & __ i

COLADE

We've got what you need for any project you're planning to do!

COMMUNITY LUMBER SUPPLY, INC.

17 South Broadway - West Bend - 515.887.2981 - Toll Free 866-484-6964
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