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By PHIL MONSON
 As spring 2026 unfolds, 
it marks a milestone for 
a couple of businesses in 
downtown Humboldt which 
share the same building.
 Humboldt Mutual 
Insurance Company is 
celebrating 140 years, 
established in 1886.
 Abens -Mar ty -Cur ran 
Insurance Agency is 
celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in May. It was 
formed in 1976.
 Amy Peters serves as 
president and Chief Executive 

Mutual Insurance Company. 
Scott Curran is treasurer and 

 Curran owns and operates 
A b e n s - M a r t y - C u r r a n 
Insurance Agency, alongside 
Ross Sleiter and Lance 
DeWinter.
 Abens -Mar ty -Cur ran 
Agency is independent of 
Humboldt Mutual Insurance 
Company. Humboldt Mutual 
is the insurance carrier while 
sales agents Curran, Sleiter 
and DeWinter own and 
operate Abens-Marty-Curran 
Agency. Curran is president 
of AMC.
 Maury Abens brought 
Abens-Marty-Curran Agency 
to Humboldt in 1976. In 
1978, he and Lawrence Marty 
partnered to form the agency. 
In 1986 Larry Curran, Scott’s 
father, joined the agency. 
Marty retired in 1989 but the 
Abens-Marty-Curran Agency 
name remained.
 Abens -Mar ty -Cur ran 
Agency works with clients 
in lining up their insurance 
needs, whether it be home, 
car or farm.
 “Humboldt Mutual is one 
of the companies we could 
place people’s coverage 
with. We are more in sales, 
marketing and serve as a 

broker,” Curran said. “We can 
write insurance with a wide 
range of companies and not 
just Humboldt Mutual. Others 
include Grinnell Mutual, 
IMT, Nationwide, North Star 
Insurance and Progressive.”
 “Since we are in the same 
building as Humboldt Mutual, 
people in the community 
assume we are all one in the 
same,” Curran said. “We are 
thought of as one but we are 
two different entities.”
 “Humboldt Mutual has 
been around for 140 years 
and it was formed by farmers 
140 years ago as a way to 
provide coverage to the rural 
community and farms,” 
Curran said.
 “We manage and run 
Humboldt Mutual Insurance 
Company but the policy 
owners actually own the 
company. There’s a board 
of directors for Humboldt 
Mutual Insurance that 
oversees decisions and we 
have a staff to help run the 
company,” Curran said.
 Peters has been with the 
company since 1997.
 “I started out working at 
the front desk and I worked 
for both the agency and 
the insurance company,” 
Peters said. “On Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
I worked for Humboldt 
Mutual and on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays I worked for the 
agency.”
 Rising costs and the 
big jump in catastrophic 
weather events over the last 
10-20 years have impacted 
the insurance industry as a 
whole and have made for a 
challenging time.
 “Since 2017 we have had 
so many severe storms that 
we had never experienced 
before,” Peters said. “A higher 

Humboldt Mutual Insurance and Abens-Marty-
Curran Agency have stood the test of time

Amy Peters (front) serves as Chief Executive Officer of Humboldt Mutual Insurance Company. Scott Curran (left) is 
treasurer and chief financial officer. Independent photo.

Abens-Marty-Curran Insurance Agency is owned and operated by Ross Sleiter (left), Lance DeWinter (center) and 
Scott Curran. Humboldt Independent photo.See more on pg 2
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frequency of hail and wind 
storms that caused damage 
throughout the area. In the 
early 2000s we had some bad 
storms.”

“Humboldt Mutual had a 
big concentration of events 
that increased the risk in 
Humboldt and Fort Dodge. 
To try to alleviate that if 
we did get a big storm and 
because a lot happened in our 
big area, we had to adjust our 
rates. Make the rates higher 
for homeowners and create 
endorsements in the way 
coverage changed,” Peters 
said.

“Humboldt Mutual 
relies on the fact that we 
are re-insured by Grinnell 
Mutual. Humboldt Mutual 
buys insurance from a 
larger company just like 
consumers buy insurance 
from companies to cover their 
property risk,” Curran said.

“If a huge catastrophe 
hits Humboldt or Humboldt 
County direct, there’s no 
way Humboldt Mutual has 
the reserves to pay all of 
those claims,” Curran said. 
“Grinnell re-insures all the 

things we are insuring. And 
of course, it all goes up the 
chain. Grinnell buys re-
insurance from another entity 
because they work with 60 
other county mutuals across 
the state and it all goes up into 
a backwards funnel,” Curran 
said.

“What’s been happening 
over the last handful of years 
is that the re-insurance market 
has been accessed way more 
than it ever has in the past. 
The big companies at the top 
started driving terms of how 
policies are going to be insured 
and the rates down to the next 
layer of re-insurance and so it 
all gets passed on down and 
ultimately the buck stops with 
the consumer,” Curran said.

“That has changed a lot over 
the last few years. Deductibles 
have had to be increased. 
Terms of what is covered 
and what used to be referred 
to as replacement cost can’t 
always be replacement cost 
anymore. It has to be actual 
cash value or depreciated 
policies. The re-insurance that 
we get charged from Grinnell 
is obviously going up so our 
rates in turn have to come up,” 
Curran said. “There’s a lot of 
that which has happened the 

last few years.”
“Other companies are 

following suit. I feel like we 
were aggressive or proactive in 
trying to address the increase in 
rising costs by implementing 
adjusted premiums before 
most companies have done,” 
Peters said. “Now companies 
like IMT, Nationwide and 
Accuity are responding with 
rate increases to cover losses.”

“I feel like things have now 
leveled out and everyone has 
had to take their turn and it 
was just a matter of when it 

year,” Curran said.
“Humboldt Mutual 

Insurance serves Humboldt 
County and the adjoining 
counties around us,” Peters 
said.

“Most county mutuals 
when they were formed, the 
original charter was the county 
they were domiciled in and the 
ring of adjoining counties,” 
Curran said. “Over the 
course of time some mutuals 
have gone statewide. We are 
considered statewide but our 
county basically includes the 
two rings of counties around 
us and that is 22 counties. That 
is our writing territory and 
where we are allowed to write 

insurance coverage.”
“We have eight agencies 

within those counties who 
write policies for us. The 
agencies are based out of 
Algona, Belmond, Garner, 
Corwith, Eagle Grove, 
Clarion, Webster City, 
Jefferson and Fort Dodge. 
Some of those are satellite with 
parent agencies in Algona, 
Pocahontas, Webster City, 
Belmond and Fort Dodge,” 
Peters said.

Peters says being small has 

considered a small insurance 
company is because we are 
small we are nimble and can 
take action quickly where 
some larger companies can 
take months before they 
get everything under the 
pipeline. When we need to 
adjust, we are able to adjust 
and react and that has paid 
its dividends accordingly, to 
help Humboldt Mutual be 
around another 140 years,” 
Curran said.

“It’s not just making the 
decisions. We have a board 
of directors who help us 
in making the decisions in 
Humboldt Mutual. They are 
all policy holders so they 

have a vested interest,” Peters 
said.

“Insurance is the idea of 
pooling resources to spread 
the risk because nobody can 
stand it on their own. The 
law of large numbers says 
not everybody is going to 
experience a loss so therefore, 
they will help pay for the 
losses this year,” Curran said.

“One hundred and forty 
years ago the idea was for 
farms and rural property that 
started popping up, none of 
the insurance companies back 
in the day wanted anything to 
do with insuring farms and 
rural properties because there 
was no way the horse and 

going to get there in time and 

usually a total loss,” Curran 
said.

“Farmers and people in 
rural areas began pooling their 
money, went in and created 
the charter and had members 
who paid their premiums, so 
to speak, so they could have 
protections for themselves,” 
Curran said.

“That was why they were 
formed and it has stood the test 
of time. Iowa has experienced 

a lot of consolidation over the 
years. At the height there was 
around 104 mutual insurance 
companies in the state. That 
is now down to about 54 or 
55. As time goes on, mutuals 
either quit completely or 
merged or consolidated with 
others,” Curran said.

“The state of Iowa has 
an insurance division that 
regulates insurance. We have 
to send them our quarterly 
and annual reports along 

They monitor those and have 
guidelines. They oversee 
everyone. If somebody is in 
jeopardy, they will step in 
to take control if needed,” 
Curran said.

“We’ve stood the test 
of time and look forward 
to serving well into the 
future as we celebrate these 
milestones,” Curran said.

Humboldt Mutual 
Insurance Company and 
Abens -Marty -Curran 
Agency is located just east 
of the Humota Theater at 
513 Sumner Avenue. You 
can contact them by phone 
at 515-332-2953 or toll free 
at 866-632-2953.

We deliver!

APPLIANCE & SERVICE, LLC  |  515-332-3836

Cont. from front
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EXPERT
ELECTRICIAN

SERVICES

114 1st St SE, Badger, IA515-545-3212 | tjadencassie@gmail.com

At Tjaden Electric Company our 

electricians can accomplish projects 
both big and small. We offer everything 
from 24 hour electrical service and repair 
to design build in Iowa. We are a family 
owned company who care about quality 
and customer service. We look forward 
to working with you on your next project.

• Service & Repair
• Commercial
• Residential

• Industrial/Ag
• Technology Services
• Design Build

OUR  SERVICES:

Scan the QR 
code for more 
information. Call for an estimate 

or service today!

Clearly Your Best Choice! • Over 37 Years Experience

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS
• Rock Chip Repairs Available
• Mirrors • Windows • Doors 

• Table Tops • Lock Work 
• Repair & Manufacture Screens 
• Regular Wood Putty Windows

• Plexiglass • Plate Glass

FREE ESTIMATES!FREE ESTIMATES!
MOBILE SERVICE AVAILABLEMOBILE SERVICE AVAILABLE

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

WELCOME

1420 E. Commercial, Algona
Ph. 515-295-5320

Automotive - Commercial - Agricultural

Hwy. 3 East, Gilmore City • 515-375-6090Hwy. 3 East, Gilmore City • 515-375-6090
Mike, Pat & Jason SchallMike, Pat & Jason Schall

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!

Homeowners know that the next home renovation project is 

When planning for renovations, the average homeowner 
underestimates their project cost by approximately 22 percent, 
according to the 2026 Remodeling Impact Report. Establishing 
a pre-project budget can help avoid such surprises.

Don’t over-improve
A common mistake homeowners make is over-improving a 

home beyond the neighborhood value. A good rule of thumb 
is to employ the average percentage-of-home-value approach 
in an effort to stay within range of what’s acceptable. Budget 

are supported by the National Association of the Remodeling 
Industry and the National Association of Realtors. Historically, a 
functional, modern kitchen is the top driver of home value, says 
Remodeling Magazine.

Learn the breakdown

permits and design fees will comprise the next largest chunk, 

net to cover unforeseen expenses, like mold remediation or 
structural issues.

Get three quotes
It’s important for homeowners to get several estimates before 

establishing a budget. Experts advise working with contractors 

materials; otherwise, there may be a mid-project price hike that 
comes out of the blue. A person also can ask contractors for a 
line-item bid so it’s possible to see where money can be trimmed 
through different material choices. With a list of desired items in 
hand, and acceptable substitutions if the cost comes in too high, 
homeowners can create a budget that works.

Saving versus splurging
It’s important for homeowners to be realistic about their 

every day, like door handles, cabinet pulls and faucets. Other 

the road. It may be better to direct funds to structural elements or 

Keep a 20 percent cushion
Homeowners can determine the affordability if a proposed 

project ends up costing 20 percent more or takes a few months 
longer. If the answer is no, homeowners should scale back the 

Credit Union says experts strongly recommend adding a 20 
percent contingency cushion to a remodeling budget.

A home remodeling project is a big commitment of time and 
money. Budgeting correctly ensures that there are few, if any, 
surprises along the way.  

How to establish a home 
renovation budget
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WEINERTWEINERT
CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION
Call for FREE estimates!Call for FREE estimates!

Ph. 515-332-4467  Ph. 515-332-4467 
or 515-368-3400or 515-368-3400

515-332-2152515-332-2152
Hwy. 169 North   |   HumboldtHwy. 169 North   |   Humboldt

Supplying since 1972!SANDE
Builder’s Mart

LUMBER
PAINT
HARDWARE

We Build Homes
For A Lifetime.

Your Vision Our Expertise

Contact Us Today (515) 332-9866 or www.BerteAndSon.com
New Homes, New Buildings, Additions, Remodels, Concrete Work, Finish Work & More!
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HOME LOAN EXPERT
Your Local

Proud to be an American!Proud to be an American!

Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential
Overhead Type DoorsOverhead Type Doors

Entry & Garage Door ServiceEntry & Garage Door Service

Commercial Hollow Metal Commercial Hollow Metal
Entrance DoorsEntrance Doors

Owners:Owners:
Jim & Kerry ReesJim & Kerry Rees

2704 230th St.,2704 230th St.,
Duncombe, IA 50532Duncombe, IA 50532

515-573-8883515-573-8883
www.pandrentrydoors.comwww.pandrentrydoors.com

 pandrentrydoors@wccta.net pandrentrydoors@wccta.net

F L O O R I N G  •  C U S T O M  T I L E  •  C O U N T E R T O P S  •  C A B I N E T S

www.flooringamerica-designcenter.com

Luxury Design for 
Everyday Living

Free Design
Consultation

Complete Kitchen
& Bath Projects

The Best Cabinet & 
Countertop Selection

Flexible
Financing

3026 5th Avenue South • Fort Dodge • 515-576-4176

Follow us on 
Facebook!

A reputation built on quality. A reputation built on quality. 
A business built on hard work.A business built on hard work.
Building new, custom homes Building new, custom homes 
in Humboldt, Fort Dodge, Clarion, and Webster City!in Humboldt, Fort Dodge, Clarion, and Webster City!

Contact us anytime for a free consultation and estimate!

We build homes for 
people at all stages

 of life and for 
every lifestyle.

CALL TODAY!!

www.donpeartcustomhomes.com

Call for an 
appointment 

TODAY!
515.955.5398

• Custom Window Treatments
• Drapes

• Window Blinds
• Window Shades
• Custom Bedding

SUE’S DRAPERIES ETC.
1718 Central Avenue • Fort Dodge

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME DECORATING SERVICE
SUE BAEDKE, Owner & Decorating Consultant

suesdraperies@frontiernet.net

Hrs: Mon-Thurs • 10AM-4PM,
Fri & Sat by appointment

In business since 1983, Sue’s Draperies Etc. is your trusted choice In business since 1983, Sue’s Draperies Etc. is your trusted choice 
for custom window treatments in  surrounding area.for custom window treatments in  surrounding area.



Page 6 Spring Home Improvement Guide | Wednesday,April 8, 2026 Humboldt Reminder

Enerbank Financing Enerbank Financing 

OLD, NEW & OLD, NEW & 
EVERYTHING IN EVERYTHING IN 

BETWEENBETWEEN

 

 

EAGLE GROVEEAGLE GROVE
515-448-3413515-448-3413

Mon - Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-4
www.christfurniture.com

AND MATTRESS 

Voted Best Place to 
Buy Furniture 

3 Years in a Row!

Just Just Arrived!Arrived!

Flexsteel • La-Z-Boy • Simmons • Riverside • Southern Motion • Flexsteel • La-Z-Boy • Simmons • Riverside • Southern Motion 

Fl
ex

st
ee

l •
 L

a-
Z-

B
oy

 •
 S

im
m

on
s 

• 
R

iv
er

si
de

 •
 S

ou
th

er
n 

M
ot

io
n 

• 
Fl

ex
st

ee
l •

 L
a-

Z-
B

oy
 •

 S
im

m
on

s 
• 

R
iv

er
si

de
 •

 S
ou

th
er

n 
M

ot
io

n 

Fl
ex
st
ee
l •
 L
a-
Z-
B
oy
 •
 S
im
m
on
s 
• 
R
iv
er
si
de
 •
 S
ou
th
er
n 
M
ot
io
n 
• 
Fl
ex
st
ee
l •
 L
a-
Z-
B
oy
 •
 S
im
m
on
s 
• 
R
iv
er
si
de
 •
 S
ou
th
er
n 
M
ot
io
n 

La
-Z

-B
oy

 •
 S

im
m

on
s 

• 
R

iv
er

si
de

 •
 S

ou
th

er
n 

M
ot

io
n 

•

La
-Z
-B
oy
 •
 S
im
m
on
s 
• 
R
iv
er
si
de
 •
 S
ou
th
er
n 
M
ot
io
n 
•

Flexsteel • La-Z-Boy • Simmons • Riverside • Southern Motion • Flexsteel • La-Z-Boy • Simmons • Riverside • Southern Motion 

The area’s best selection and 
service for 77 years!

Downtown Eagle Grove

CourteousCourteous
delivery delivery 

team!team!

th

Anniv ersary494191 888888888888888888 200262020220220220220202666666622222222222222

FREE 
DELIVERY

in the
 Humboldt 

Area

Over 80       
      Recliners Display!

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS!

FOUR SEASONS CONSTRUCTION INC.
515-368-2191 cell • 515-373-6352 home

fourseasonsconstructioninc.com

Shane Dickey, Owner • Gilmore City

Free Estimates - Quality Work - Firm Quotes - 25 Years Experience
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When the weather 
starts to warm up, 
it’s time for a tune-up.

North Central Iowa Service, LLC
515-332-1506
1700 13th St N.

Humboldt, IA 50548
HVAC , Plumbing, Electrical, Geothermal, Solar

Free Estimates

Receive up to $1,800 
in rebates^ when you 
purchase the Ultimate 

Comfort System™*
^Rebate is paid in the form of a 

Lennox Prepaid Mastercard®

payments, incur no interest for 

Lennox® system**

utility rebates that may 
be available^^

Offer expires June 12, 2026.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 9, 2026 and June 12, 2026 from a participating Lennox® dealer. Contact your local participating Lennox®

dealer for promotion details. Qualifying items must be installed by June 19, 2026. This offer applies to residential installations only. Rebate claims must be submitted 
(with the Dealer’s invoice to the homeowner listing all models and serial numbers) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 19, 2026 11:59:59 p.m. ET. 
Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Prepaid Mastercard®. Use your card anywhere Mastercard is accepted. This card is issued by The Bancorp Bank, N.A., pursuant to 
license by Mastercard International. Mastercard and the circles design are registered trademarks of Mastercard International Incorporated. The Bancorp Bank, N.A.; 
Member FDIC. This is not a gift card. This card is issued for loyalty, award or promotional purposes. Please note that prepaid cards are subject to expiration, so pay close 
attention to the expiration date of the card. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions. **Offer available between 
March 9, 2026 and June 12, 2026. All applications are subject to credit review and approval. Not all applicants will qualify. Requires purchase of qualifying Lennox®

day of the Promotional Period (Promotional Expiration Date), you will not have to pay any Finance Charges. However, if you qualify and elect to participate in the 

Promotion Expiration Date at an annual percentage rate (APR) of 11.95%, and the balance will be payable in 120 scheduled monthly payments of $14.30 per $1,000 of the 

and conditions and Truth in Lending disclosures will be set forth in the Retail Installment Contract which you should review carefully. ^^Savings vary based on local 
energy provider and where you live. Contact your local utility provider or ask your local dealer for details.
©2026 Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

A62075-26NO-5.06x8 BW.indd   1

Amy Donahe

(515) 332-7082
NMLS #762522

Bank Iowa
NMLS #673681

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
“THE PROBLEM SOLVERS”

515.332.2283 • HUMBOLDT, IA

CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONERSCENTRAL AIR CONDITIONERS
SOFTENERS SOFTENERS 

 WATER HEATERS  WATER HEATERS 
 BOILERS BOILERS
 FURNACE FURNACE

SEPTIC SYSTEMSSEPTIC SYSTEMS
WALK-IN SHOWERSWALK-IN SHOWERS

FOR ALL YOUR HOME FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDSIMPROVEMENT NEEDS

Your Full Service Lumberyard 

1920 CENTRAL AVENUE, FORT DODGE

FREE
Delivery

Locations: Fort Dodge, Grimes & Coralville

SERVING COSTUMERS 

Your guide to local 
professionals specializing 

in all aspects of home 
improvement.
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2095 K ROAD HUMBOLDT2095 K ROAD HUMBOLDT
 PH. 515-332-1979  PH. 515-332-1979 

 Let us help design your new landscape area!  Let us help design your new landscape area! 
Call now and we will begin planning the perfect fit for you!Call now and we will begin planning the perfect fit for you!

SPRING HOME 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS?

LET US 
HELP!

Your Family Flooring Store

Downtown Humboldt   |    515.332.1102   |   Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM

Free Estimates  Free Estimates  
FIFINNANCING AVAILABLEANCING AVAILABLE

   

606 Sumner Avenue, Humboldt, IA 50548
Log on to humboldtrealtyia.com to view our available listings!

(515) 332-1332 • Fax (515) 332-8107
Ross Petersen, Broker • Cell 515-778-4769 Member 

MLS

Ross Petersen 
515-778-4769

Brody Clark 
515-890-9464

Your next level
 real estate experience.

Jayci Petersen
515-708-2700

Thinking
of Remodeling Soon?

HUMBOLDT MUTUAL INSURANCE ASSOC.
ABENS-MARTY-CURRAN AGENCY
P.O. Box 35 • Humboldt, IA 50548 • 515-332-2953
humboldtmutualinsurance.com

Don’t forget to add on to 
your home insurance!

Even a minor alteration in your home could 
change the value.
Review your policy with us to make sure 
your home is properly protected! NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBOR

- since 1886 - 

Commercial &
Residential

Seamless Gutters
Leaf Gutters 

Protection

HANDY HIGGINSHANDY HIGGINS
CCaasseeyy HHiiggggiinnss CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn LL..LL..CC

Roofing, Siding
Windows, & More!
HHuummbboollddtt,, IIAA 

551155--336688--00666622
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TERRY BUSSE OWNER

We specialize in new construction 
and remodeling projects!and remodeling projects!

See us See us 
for all yourfor all your

wallboard needs!wallboard needs!

BUILDING? BUILDING? 
REMODELING?REMODELING?

$10,699

$13,499

$18,299

A home can never be too safe or secure. When residents 
of a home leave or go to bed at night, a wide range of 
safety and security features can protect them and their 
belongings. In-home amenities also can make homes safer 
for residents with mobility issues or other limitations.

Homeowners indeed have no shortage of options when 
seeking to make their homes safer and more secure. 
An assortment of safety and security features can help 
homeowners plan for nearly every situation that could put 
residents in jeopardy.

• Age-related safety features: Various features can help 
seniors age in place. The National Institute on Aging 
recommends installing grab bars in showers and bathtubs 
to reduce the risk of falls when bathing. Such features 
also can help seniors balance themselves while they bathe 
and get in and out of showers and tubs. Nonslip strips can 

might be vulnerable to spills or puddling. The NIA also 

may necessitate the removal of all area rugs. Adding 
handrails on staircases so there’s something to grab onto 
on each side the staircase also can enhance the safety of 
these potentially risky spaces in a home.

• Entry point security features: Deadbolts, security 
cameras and/or smart doorbells make it easier to keep 
strangers out and monitor entryways. Smart doorbells 
may deter criminals from approaching a property. Locks 
and sensors also can be installed on all windows, and 

the ground. Locks on sliding doors can be reinforced with 
secondary locks that further prevent the door from being 
opened from the outside once the locks are engaged.

• Fire safety features: The National Fire Protection 
Association notes that the death rate in home structure 

working smoke alarms than in homes with no alarms or in 
homes where alarms are not working.  The NFPA adds that 
smoke alarms monitor for smoke and control the speaker 
that emits the sounds that notify occupants of the presence 
of smoke. The NFPA recommends both ionization smoke 
alarms and photoelectric smoke alarms, as each employs 
a different type of sensor. The combination of both in a 

deters intruders because it makes them more visible to 
residents while they’re awake and makes them easier to 
see on overnight security cameras, which can be enough 
to keep them away. Interior lighting makes it easier to 
navigate a home at twilight and at night. Hallway night 
lights can make trips to the bathroom safer, and lighting 
alongside stairways can make these spaces easier to 
navigate when the rest of the home is dark.

There’s no shortage of ways to make homes safer and 
more secure, which should be a priority for homeowners 
of all ages.  

Upgrades to ensure a home 
stays safe and secure
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Deb Almond
Realtor  & Property Manager

515-890-00251012 12th St N, Humboldt, IA | 515-332-1863

Real Estate
Property Management

Appraisals

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS
GUTTER GUARDS
SIDING
SOFFIT/FASCIA
WINDOWS/DOORS
DECKS
INTERIOR FLOORING/DRYWALL
BATHROOM REMODEL

515-368-1394 515-368-2377
www.1stchoiceguttersexteriors.net

FREE ESTIMATES

Residential and Commercial
Services

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WE WILL MAKE YOUR VISION A REALITY

DISCOUNTS FOR
1ST RESPONDER

VETERAN

WE WILL MAKE YOUR VISION A REALITTY

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS
GUTTER GUARDS
SIDING
SOFFIT/FASCIA
WINDOWS/DOORS
DECKS
INTERIOR FLOORING/DRYWY AWW LL
BATHROOM REMODEL

515-368-1394 515-368-2377
www.1stchoiceguttersexteriors.net

FREE ESTIMATES

Residential and Commercial
Services

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ELECTRICAL - GENERATORS - SOLAR POWER 
RESIDENTIAL - AGRICULTURAL - COMMERCIAL 

1202 7TH AVE SW, HUMBOLDT, IOWA 50548
akelectric20@gmail.cm - 515-890-9333

24 HOUR SERVICE

Clay ConstructionClay Construction
* LOCAL CONTRACTOR *

For ALL your home renovation needs
New Construction • Stamped Concrete.

Call Mike 515-890-1612
* INSURED *

See this issue of the Humboldt Reminder (and more!) 
ONLINE AT www.humboldtnews.com
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Best Furniture Store

FURNITURE THAT LASTS • SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON
EAST ON HIGHWAY BUSINESS 20

ACROSS FROM MENARDS • FORT DODGE • 515-576-7241
WWW.MIKOSANDMATT.COM
HOURS: MON. 9AM-7PM • TUES-THURS. 9AM-6PM 

FRI 9AM-5:30PM • SAT. 9AM-5PM • SUN. NOON-4PM

65

Serving Iowa Since 1953

12 MONTH 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

*MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED

Refresh Your Nest for Spring

73

1717 8th Ave. N. Humboldt, IA Member 
MLS

515-368-2038 | Paula Skow 
515-890-0561 | Chantel Fridolfson

515-890-0707 | Marlene Thompson
515-890-1319 | Sierra Vorland

We will help you with all your listing or purchasing needs.

LOOKING TO MAKE YOUR REAL ESTATE DREAMS A 
REALITY? LOOK NO FURTHER! CONTACT US TODAY 

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Many people enjoy the 
possibilities that outdoor 
living offers and admit they 
would spend more time 
outside if the exterior spaces 
of their homes featured 
more amenities. According 
to a 2024 survey by Allstate 
Protection Plans, Americans 
love outdoor living and 
entertaining. Seventy-
six percent of those who 
own outdoor products use 
their backyards, porches, 
patios, or balconies at 
least three times a week. 
About 25 percent of 
Canadians spent more time 
in managed landscapes in 
2022 compared to 2021, 
according to a survey 
commissioned by the 
TurfMutt Foundation. 

It’s clear people from all 
walks of life value time 
spent outdoors, but many 
homeowners cannot afford 
a major backyard overhaul. 
Thankfully, there are 
budget-friendly upgrades 
anyone can embrace 
to maximize style and 
function.

Source thrift shops
Thrift shops are ideal 

items for the yard. Scour 
the aisles for patio sets, 
planters and more at 
deeply discounted prices. 

set, look for patio pieces 
that have similar lines 
and materials to create a 
cohesive look and feel.

Grab some pallets
There’s an entire craft 

offshoot involving the 
repurposing of pallets 
acquired from warehouses 
or hardware stores. Pallets 
can be transformed into 
everything from tables 
to sectionals to benches. 
Visit www.instructables.
com/Pallet-Furniture/ for 
building ideas, or check 
out YouTube video tutorials 
offering tips on getting 
started. Pallet furniture can 
be much more affordable 
for those on tight budgets, 
particularly since pallets 
are often free.

Lend a hand
Taking on some of the 

backyard renovations 
yourself can save money. 
Speak with a contractor, 
mason or landscape 
architect to see if you can 
pitch in to lower costs. You 
might be able to tear out 
existing landscape to reduce 
labor expenses so that the 
professional can come in 
and get started right away. 

Reuse and refresh
While thrift stores are one 

outdoor living items, you 
also can transform older 
furniture or hand-me-
downs with some sanding 
and a coat of paint. Breathe 
new life into found items 
with paint, fresh cushions 
and enthusiasm.

Renovating an outdoor 
living space is achievable in 
a budget-friendly way with 
some creativity and know-
how.  

Backyard ideas on a budget
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17 South Broadway • West Bend • 515.887.2981 • Toll Free 866-484-6964

We Sell
Flooring

CARPET, LUXURY VINYL 
PLANK TILE AND MORE

Building Materials
Lumber

Insulation
  Plumbing
   Windows
    Cabinets
     Doors
      FlooringCLS
Community Lumber Supply



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[Smallest File Size]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


